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OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT & HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR, YANGON, REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR

(Please scroll down for Myanmar language)
Dear colleagues,

I’'m writing after the 73 Session of the UN General Assembly, the 39" Session of the UN Human Rights
Council and recent UN Security Council meetings on Myanmar, to share important reports, to recap our
priorities, and reflect upon some key areas of work in relation to the UN’s peace, development and
human rights agenda.

MYANMAR ON INTERNATIONAL AGENDA

Myanmar featured prominently in the above mentioned global meetings. The international community
raised serious concerns over the atrocities in Rakhine State, and the ongoing conflicts in Kachin and
Shan States. Within these summits, world leaders held a series of meetings in which the Government,
the UN, civil society and Member States discussed their positions, particularly on sustainable solutions
for Rakhine State, repatriation, accountability and humanitarian access.

Human rights were central to each of the consultations, and they will remain core to every one of our
initiatives in Myanmar.
KEY EVENTS AND STATEMENTS

Please see below a list of links to high level processes and decisions we need to reflect on as we
continue to deliver our projects and programs.

UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on 27 September which, among other things,
“Decides to establish an ongoing independent mechanism to collect, consolidate, preserve and
analyse evidence of the most serious international crimes and violations of international law
committed in Myanmar since 2011.”

e The Fact-finding Mission on Myanmar issued on 18 September a report calling “for the
investigation and prosecution of Myanmar's Commander-in-Chief, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, and his top military leaders for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.”

¢ UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator ai Knut Ostby issued a Statement on 3 September
on the verdict in Reuters case: “We are disappointed by today’s court decision. The United
Nations has consistently called for the release of the Reuters journalists and urged the
authorities to respect their right to pursue freedom of expression and information.”

e UN Security Council held a meeting on Myanmar on 28 August where the Secretary-General
said in his Opening Remarks: “Some 130,000 Rohingya remain confined in camps with severe
restrictions on their freedom of movement. They have extremely limited access to health,
education and other essential services, and to ways of making a living.”
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| encourage you to read through these documents as well as Minister U Kyaw Tint Swe’s address to
the UN General Assembly from 28 September in which he said “Human rights and inclusiveness are
fundamental to the successful transformation of Myanmar into a democratic society.”

THE WAY FORWARD

Let me turn now to our priorities in light of these significant developments as they relate to our operations
and advocacy.

Our objective is to serve people of all communities in Myanmar, irrespective of ethnicity, religion or
citizenship status -- in line with the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, the Myanmar Sustainable
Development Plan, and the international human rights principles and humanitarian priorities.

To achieve this objective, we will continue to provide assistance to the peace process, economic
transformation and political transition. Accountability must be part of the solution for Myanmar.

Our work will be guided by an approach of constructive and principled engagement, as entrusted by the
leadership of the UN system. This includes, as you know, a human rights-based approach to all
programming. We will make sure each of our activities meets international standards and we will remain
engaged in public advocacy on strategic issues. We will continue to cooperate with the Government,
community leaders and CSOs, international community, academia, private sector, the media, local and
international NGOs — and the UN system, specifically the UN Special Envoy of the Secretary-General
for Myanmar, the OHCHR and other agencies.

Our priority areas include:

e Maintain the momentum for the transition: We will continue to support the three transitions
— from conflict to peace, the democratic transition, and the transformation from a closed to an
open economy. UNDP’s Civil Service Reform Strategic Action Plan will improve service
delivery, reduce corruption and enhance inclusion in the civil service. UNICEF, UNHCR, ILO
and RCO have achieved the release of 900 child soldiers since 2012. UNODC helped the
Government to launch a new drug policy. UNOPS-managed programmes have been
supporting 56 financial institutions that collectively reached 2.1 million clients. Each step of our
development work must continue to be guided by human rights principles.

e Save lives now: We have achieved some progress in opening humanitarian access, for
example in Maungdaw area, but people in need still cannot access humanitarian assistance in
parts of Kachin, Shan and Rakhine States. We will continue to advocate for free, timely, safe
and unimpeded access in coordination with the Special Envoy, partners in Myanmar and in
Headquarters.

e Sustainable solutions for Rakhine, Kachin and Shan States: We have developed with
partners a Strategic Framework for International Engagement in Rakhine; signed and initiated
work under the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government, UNDP and UNHCR,;
and seven UN agencies launched projects under a US$ 20 million grant from Japan. As the
next step, | will focus on working with you and the Government on sustainable solutions for the
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IDPs and implementation of the Rakhine Advisory Commission’s recommendations. Work has
started to prepare a Strategic Framework also for Kachin and Shan States.

e Human rights advocacy: The UNCT Human Rights Theme Group is preparing a human rights
strategy, strengthened Human Rights Up Front Action and internal capacity building. We have
provided support to human rights mechanisms, such as OHCHR, the Fact-finding Mission, the
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
children and armed conflict and on sexual violence in conflict, CEDAW, as well as work on
prevention of sexual harassment and exploitation. UNDP and OHCHR are working on a project
to strengthen the National Human Rights Commission. We are going to address several of the
recommendations of the Fact-finding Mission. More on this soon.

| look forward to working with you on supporting the reform processes, humanitarian operations and
human rights agenda in the critical times ahead of us.

Thank you,

Knut
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